[Progress of clinical application for prostatic ultrasound].
In 1967, in our laboratory the first clinically available prostatic sonogram was obtained from the rectal cavity with a patient in the lithotomy position. Thereafter, transrectal sonography (TRS) visualized the internal architecture as well as the entire contour of the prostate, and was readily applied to the investigation of prostatic diseases. Currently, TRS occupies a central position among the diagnostic modalities for the prostate. Along with accumulating evidences indicating the clinical usefulness of TRS in the diagnosis of prostatic diseases, recent development has confirmed it to be indispensable for daily practice in urology clinics. This chapter will describe an overall review of the development and diagnostic criteria of TRS.